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Executive Director s Report

Since the last newdletter in December,
it seems as if I’m either leaving to go
overseas, or arriving from overseas.

The first two weeks of January, | was
in Toronto at a Mission Personnel Ori-
entation sponsored by the Canadian
Churches Forum for Global Ministries.
The staff provided a supportive, ecu-
menical, cross-cultura learning envi-
ronment for us to interact with our col-
leagues in preparing for mission and
global ministries. The program offered
interfaith experiences through sched-
uled visits to an Islamic Center, a Zen
Buddhist Temple and a Hindu religious
service — deeply spiritual experiences
that sensitized us to the overarching
ecumenical nature of mission and the
common witness that so many people
of faith undertake every day through-
out the world.

In this Issue:

VMM'’s Executive Director Visits
Central America Missioners.

I Am VMM: Gabe Hurrish.
VMM Assembly Update.
I Am VMM: Kristina Anderson.

Welcome New Board Members.

Spirit and Lifestyle.

Throughout the conference, we re-
flected on our past experiences and
our motivations for mission work
and learned about the Biblical foun-
dations for mission. Through the
presenters and workshops, it became
clear that, while understanding our-
selves is a necessary step in evaluat-
ing our intentions, we aso have to
be comfortable with not having al
the answers. “In accepting ourselves
as unsolved mysteries, it is al the
more natural to accept othersin their
uniqueness and diversity.”  “Our
God is a God of surprises, able to
speak to us from new and extraordi-
nary places” (Kevin Anderson). We
have to allow ourselves to be ‘made’
by mission.

The transformative power of mission
was beautifully illustrated in my sec-
ond trip, the last few weeks in Feb-
ruary, to Guatemala and El Salvador.
Our Central American Field Coordi-
nator, Betsy Gonwa, and | began the
trip in Guatemala, with a retreat
from Friday to Sunday for USA and
European VMs, and severa other
missioners affiliated with other reli-
gious congregations on short-term
assignment. Father Dennis Lederer,
aJesuit currently teaching at the uni-
versity created a slow, meditative re-
treat, focusing on the spirituality of
misson and how contemplation,
confidence, poverty and pilgrimage

are the necessary elements in trans-
muting our spirituality from our own
culture to another. It was a wonder-
ful experience, and a pleasure to meet
the other missioners and share their
experiences and insights.

The rest of the two weeks was spent
spending more time with Beth at
Camino Seguro, Elly at SHARE and
Marty a8 FUNDAHMER, and meet-
ing with our current and prospective
project partners.

Back row fromleft: Rachel Chisolm, Tony
Mulcahy, Domhnall Maccionnaith, Eamon
O’Harte, Elly and Marty Jordan, Betsy
Gonwa, Ramona Gramling, Fr Dennis
Lederer, Julia Pagenkopf. Front: Beth
Kloser, Myriam Rommers, Natalie Living-
stone.

At Camino Seguro, we toured the
main educational complex, and then
walked severa blocks to a new pre-
school / daycare location that will

continued on next page....
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